
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 

 

Revealed by Fulfilling 
 

Luke 4:14-21 (NIV)  
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He 

began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

Do you live for the future, your eyes always looking to the horizon? As Monday rolls around, do you start thinking about what you 
will do on the weekend? Do you get through today by looking at the next day as a fresh start? Did you come to December 31, 2018 
only looking at the prospect of a new year? Are you looking forward to a day where you no longer have your aches or pains, your 
sadness or crying?  

Every generation of people looks at what the future might hold. The prophet Isaiah did the very same thing. The future that God 
allowed him to see was filled with both good and bad. Isaiah told the Jews that God was going to bring judgment on them through 
the Assyrians and the Babylonians. Jerusalem would be destroyed. The people would be led away into exile, into captivity. The 
future looked bleak.  

But Isaiah also announced a future with good news, where they the prisoners would be freed, the blind would see, and they would 
enjoy the year of the Lord’s favor. The year of the Lord’s favor was a special event that God’s people celebrated every 50 years. In 
that year, all financial debts were forgiven totally and completely. All property that had been sold or seized was returned to the 
original owner. All slaves were set free. This was something that anyone in debt, anyone enslaved, would look forward to. It was a 
future of hope. I mean, don’t you wish our government would give us this every 50 years? 

It is good to look to the future and the hope and good news that it offers, but we can’t only look to the future. If we are always 
looking to the future to make us happy, then we are never satisfied with what we have today. If we are always looking to the horizon 
on what will come next, we miss what is right in front of us. If we are always looking to the future, then the good things are always 
just out of grasp, the future never comes, and we are never satisfied. Only looking to the future, we begin to lose hope, despairing of 
a day when our future hope becomes a reality.  

So, what do we have today? In our Gospel reading from Luke, we recount a day when Jesus returns to his hometown of Nazareth 
after he had started his public ministry of preaching and teaching in synagogues. He was already gaining much popularity. So, the 
people of Nazareth were looking forward to the Sabbath day when Jesus was in town, thinking of how Jesus would blow their minds 
with what he had to say.  

When the proper time came in the service, “He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling 
it, he found the place where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down... He began by saying 
to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’” (verses 16c-20a,21) 

With these words, Jesus revealed to his hometown crowd that he himself is the anointed one, the Messiah, the Christ. He is the one 
that they had all been looking forward to for centuries, millennia. He is the fulfillment of what Isaiah prophesied some 700 years 
earlier. They had been looking forward to this day for so long, and now the day is here. This Jesus is the anointed one, the real deal! 
He frees you not from a physical captivity or oppression as the Jews had experienced under the Assyrians or Babylonians. No, he is 
here freeing you from spiritual captivity.  

We don’t have Jesus’ full sermon recorded here, but we know it began with the reveal that what people had been looking forward to 
is now here in front of them. This fulfilled prophecy from Isaiah about Jesus applies just as much to us as it did to those people in 
Nazareth on that day. We know a prison and oppression by sin. We came into this world spiritually poor, unable to free ourselves 



from sin. We did not enter the world holy or with the Spirit of God. No, we entered this world bound to sin, enslaved by it. We did 
nothing but sin. We were blinded by it. We still feel the fingers of sin’s captivity when we realize that the good I want to do, this I do 
not do and the evil that I do not want to do, this I keep on doing. I fall into sin’s trap day after day, seemingly unable to break free, 
hoping that one day I would no longer be a slave to sin.  

That day has already come. That day came when Jesus read from Isaiah 61 and announced, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” (verse 21) He is the anointed one, the Christ, who brings freedom to the prisoners, who brings good news to the poor. 
Jesus announced to those people in Nazareth that today is the year of the Lord’s favor. This is the day when all your debts of sin are 
wiped out by what he is here doing right now. He is fulfilling all righteousness right here before you. He is perfectly completing all of 
God’s laws for you and for all people right in front of you. As of now, sin is no longer your master because Jesus has been tempted 
and he has overcome the devil for you. You live in the year of the Lord’s favor right now because Jesus fulfilled this Scripture! 

You are now free to love God and follow him. In fact, by Jesus’ perfection which releases you from your slavery to sin, Jesus has 
brought you into the family of God. You are restored to the perfection that he created you to be, to live in. You belong in heaven 
with God. That is your citizenship right now because today Jesus has fulfilled in your hearing his mission that Isaiah prophesied.   

This is what you have right now because Jesus has come and fulfilled what was prophesied about him as the Christ. This is something 
to look back on, to look at as what you have today, right in front of you. You have a God who not only does miracles, who not only 
fulfilled all righteousness for you, but you also have a God who reveals himself to the world by keeping his Word. He does not forget 
what he has promised us. He does not forget you. He remembers his promises and he indeed fulfills them, just as he fulfilled the 
prophecy from Isaiah on that Sabbath day in Nazareth.  

From what Jesus did in the past, you know that you are freed from sin today. Seeing what is before us right now gives us great 
reasons to look ahead to the future. Since Jesus has freed us from sin with his perfection and his righteousness, we will live with him 
in heaven when he calls us home. This means that, yes, one day we will not be longing for the day when we have no more pain or 
mourning or sadness or depression or anxiety because Jesus will keep his word to us to fulfill Scripture. One day, these scriptures 
that he has given and preserved for us promising these things will be our reality.  

Who else do you know who struggles to get through today, hoping for a better tomorrow, a better future? You can share with them 
a God who fulfills his Scripture, who keeps his Word. You can share with them that same freedom that Christ brought to those 
people in Nazareth some 2000 years ago. Jesus fulfilled Scripture, kept his Word, in the past. This is right in front of us today. This 
means that he will keep his Word to us in the future. This gives all of us a sure and certain future, which gives us joy today knowing it 
will be fulfilled.  

One day, all the temptations, all the pain, all the crying, mourning, sadness, etc., will all be done because Christ fulfills Scripture. He 
fulfilled it in the past on that day in the synagogue in Nazareth so that we are enjoying the year of the Lord’s favor right now with 
Christ having wiped out our debt of sin and freed us from sin’s captivity. He will fulfill his Word to us in the future where sin and 
death will be no more. Amen.  
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